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September 19, 2006

The McLean County Board met on Tuesday, September 19, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 400  
of Government Center, 115 East Washington Street, Bloomington, Illinois with Chairman 
Michael Sweeney presiding. 

Invocation was given by Member Gordon and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The following Members answered to roll call:

Members Diane Bostic, Don Cavallini, Rick Dean*, George Gordon, Ann Harding, Stan 
Hoselton, Duane Moss, Robert Nuckolls, Sonny O’Connor, Benjamin Owens, Bette 
Rackauskas, Tari Renner, Paul Segobiano, David Selzer, Matt Sorensen, Cathy Ahart, Terry 
Baggett, Duffy Bass, and Michael Sweeney. 

*Late

No Members were absent

Consent Agenda:

Chairman Sweeney asked if there were any items to be amended or removed from the 
Consent Agenda.  No requests were made at this time. 

The Consent Agenda read as follows:



Consent Agenda: 

A. Approval of the Proceedings of the County Board, August 22, 2006 

 B. County Highway Department – Jack Mitchell, County Engineer 
 1) Request Approval for an Altered Speed Zone Resolution for: 
 a) Village of Colfax   
 b) Village of Stanford  

C. Building and Zoning – Phil Dick, Director 
1) Zoning Cases: 
 a) Request Approval of the application in case  
  SU-06-15, part of parcel no. 07-31-400-001,  
  for a special use to allow a single family  
  residence in the Agriculture District for the  
  son of a farm owner on property which is  
  located in Hudson Township immediately  
  west of 1300 East Road and approximately 
 ½ mile north of 2000 North Road. 

   b) Request Approval of the application in  
    case SU-06-17, part of parcel number 
     08-02-326-004, for a special use to allow  
    a single family residence in the Agriculture  
    District on land undesirable for agricultural  
    uses on property which is located in  
    Money Creek Township immediately north  
    of Clarksville Road and approximately  
 900 feet east of 2225 East Road.  

   c) Request Approval of the application in  
    case SU-06-18 which is on part of parcel  
    number 08-02-326-004 for a special use to  
    allow a public stable accessory to a single  
    family residence in the Agriculture District and  
    to allow construction to begin within three years  
    of the approval date rather than one year as  
    required on property which is located in  
    Money Creek Township immediately north of  
    Clarksville Road and approximately 900 feet  
  east of 2225 East. 

   d) Request Approval of the application of the  
    McLean County Zoning Board of Appeals in  
    case ZA-06-07 for a text amendment of the  
    McLean County Zoning Ordinance to allow  
    Agriculture Tourism in the Agriculture District  
 by special use. 



   e) Request Approval of the application in case  
    ZA-06-06, parcel nos. 21-16-101-004, 005, 006,  
  007, 008, 009, 010, 012 for a map amendment 
  to change the zoning classifications from 
  C-Commercial District and R-1 Single Family 
  Residence District to a classification of R-2 
  Two Family Residential District on a 12.9 acre 
  property which is located in Bloomington Township 
  at 104 Greenwood Avenue, Bloomington, IL. 

   f) Request Approval of the application in case  
    SU-06-16, parcel nos. 21-16-101-004, 005,  
    006, 007, 009, 010, and 012 for a special use 
    to allow a Manufactured Home Park in the  
    R-2 Two Family Residential District on property  
    which is located in Bloomington Township at  
  104 Greenwood Avenue, Bloomington, IL.  

2) Subdivision Cases: 
  a) Request Approval for a waiver of a preliminary  
   plan requirements and a one lot final subdivision  
   plat for the Rader Subdivision which is located in  
   Normal Township at 1238 Ropp Road, Normal, IL   
   61761, File No. S-06-19 

 b) Request Approval to reinstate and extend the  
  preliminary plan for the Prairieland Subdivision  
  for a period of three (3) years which is located in  
  Dry Grove Township immediately southwest of 
  the intersection of 975 East Road and the  
 Old Peoria Road, File No. S-00-11  

   
 D. Transfer Ordinances     

E. Other Resolutions, Contracts, Leases, Agreements, Motions  

1) Executive Committee
a) Request Approval to Purchase Personal  

 Computers under Illinois State Contract – 
 Information Services   

 2) Finance Committee
a) Request Approval of a Contract Agreement  
 with Pinnacle Actuarial Resources, Inc.  

3) Property Committee
  a) Request for approval to host the “Silent  

Witness Exhibit” on the grounds of the
McLean County Law and Justice Center on  
October 3, 2006 to promote awareness of
domestic violence and in observation of 
October as National Domestic Violence   
Awareness Month – Risk Management 



 b) Request Approval of Proposal for 
  Replacement of the Fairview Campus 
  Exterior Sign – Facilities Management 

 F.    Chairman’s Appointments with the Advice and Consent of the County Board: 

1) REAPPOINTMENTS:

PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION
Eugene Salch 
1014 South Summit Street 
Bloomington, IL  61701 
(Five-year term to expire on October 1, 2011) 

2) APPOINTMENTS:

BLOOMINGTON TOWNSHIP PUBLIC WATER DISTRICT
 Jason Scholl 
 8883N 1550 E. Road 
 Bloomington, IL  61704 
 (Complete Five-year term to expire on 1st Monday in May, 2010) 

3) RESIGNATIONS

BLOOMINGTON TOWNSHIP PUBLIC WATER DISTRICT
Allen L. Blair 
8759 North 1550 East Road 
Bloomington, IL  61704 

McLEAN COUNTY BOARD 
 P. A. “Sue” Berglund 
 1019 E. Olive Street 
 Bloomington, IL  61701 

G. Approval of Resolutions of Congratulations and Commendation 
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Members Renner/Rackauskas moved the County Board approve a Request for 
Approval of a Resolution Approving a Reduction in the Annual Fee paid by the 
McLean County Bar Association to the McLean County Law Library Fund – Circuit 
Court.  Member Selzer stated the following: this was a fund that, in the auditor’s 
report, was running with a negative balance but I didn’t realize that they were 
$12,000 behind.  My concern is that with this action, reducing this one member's 
contribution, we are not fixing the problem.  We virtually doubled the fee of what 
the public pays to help recover that negative balance.  I have a really hard time 
doubling the fees of the people who are paying the fees but allowing the attorneys 
to drop theirs.  What is happening with the balance on the account that is owed us?  
If all we are doing is lowering the fee, we are clearly not addressing the issue.  I 
think that before we lower one party’s commitment to this, we should be looking at 
the entire service.  Member Renner stated the following: you raised several 
questions.  I think that you will find that every Member of the Justice Committee 
shares your concerns.  I think you will also find that this won’t affect the extent to 
which the fund balance gets back into the black.  We are still on track for two years.  
Member Selzer asked the following: what is the negative balance now?  Mr. Zeunik 
stated the following: between $26,000 and $24,000.  Member Renner stated the 
following: when Judge Dozier talked with us, we were concerned, but the reality is 
that we no longer have the same type of law library that we had nearly 20 years 
ago.  I think from the standpoint of the local bar, we are not providing the same 
type of service that we have in the past.  We asked what the repercussions would be 
if we told them they are behind in their payments and we were going to hold them 
to the previous contract.  We were reminded that we are dealing with attorneys 
who would also remind us that we were perhaps in breach of contract, in terms of 
the initial agreement where they were paying $6,000 per year.  Member Selzer 
stated the following: they had an out in the contract just like MetCom.  They are 
attorneys and if they don’t like it they should serve notice.  My concern is that in 
the letter from Judge Dozier it references West Publishing and Lexus and Nexus 
but then in the next paragraph it says we need to pay less.  I’m just a simple person 
but we are not paying off the debt at the same time if we used to get $6,000 per 
year and now we’re only getting $1,800.  It is just not happening.  Member Renner 
stated the following: One of the things you will find is that many of the local 
attorneys and members of the bar used to rely on the law library to a greater degree 
than they currently do.  When there were massive numbers of volumes and they 
were looking up information in hard copy, it was different from now because many 
of them have subscriptions to Lexus and Nexus.  I think we didn’t have good 
information on the percentage of people who were using the library, partly because 
it was not really staffed.  Frankly, we were not very comfortable with this situation 
but I think we recognized that a law library is not today what it was in 1986, 1987, 
or 1988.  Member Selzer asked the following: isn’t it a public law library?  If it is a 
public law library, the public’s needs haven’t changed.  We can’t access Lexus and 
Nexus from our homes without paying fees.  That is the part that I don’t 
understand.  You have the attorneys that have brought it in-house but they still run 
in there between court cases.  This is a public law library that everybody years ago 
agreed we need to maintain.  My only point is we should review the whole thing.  
Why don’t we close the public law library?  Member Renner stated the following:  I  



80

can think of a lot of reasons that we should keep the public law library open.  In 
terms of the specific plan for paying off the $26,000, it was a slight impact but it is 
still on track.  Is that correct?  Mr. Zeunik stated the following: the reason it is 
going to be paid is because the Board at last month’s meeting agreed not to let the 
increase in the filing fee, which a number of years ago we doubled from $5 to $10, 
be reduced.  When that was originally adopted by the Board, we also adopted a 
sunset on that.  That sunset was supposed to occur on December 31st of this year 
and then the fee would be reduced back to the $5.  Last month, at the request of 
Judge Dozier and the court, we agreed not to sunset that fee but to let the fee 
continue indefinitely.  The idea being that we had not retired the money owed back 
to the general fund and if the fee continued at $10 that in two years, given the 
current expenses, the debt would be retired and the fund would be back in the 
black.  Legislature in this past session enacted a law, which the governor signed, 
which gives the Board the authority to increase the fee to $13, but the court has not 
asked for that and they do not think there is a need to go all the way to the statutory 
maximum.  Member Selzer stated the following: will the bar association pay back 
the $12,000 it is past due on?  Member Renner stated the following: no, they want 
this to be retroactive back to 2005.  Member Owens stated the following: one of the 
comments that came from the Judge when we were talking was that we do not have 
a person who staffs the law library and there were times when they would go in and 
the printers were off or not working.  Sometimes it would be several days before 
anyone found this.  I remember when talking about that the Judge said they would 
try to have a better handle on that and have someone look in on it to make sure the 
law library is up and running.  I’m not very happy with the outcome but I know 
that we are going to be looking at the law library in better detail to see if we need to 
continue on with it.  That is for another debate.  Member Renner stated the 
following: I believe I speak for everyone on the Justice Committee that we share 
your concerns.  I think the cost benefit analysis that we did asked how difficult it 
would be or how likely is it that we will recover that $4,200 gap.  I think the fact 
that they wanted it retroactive really raised everybody’s eyebrows.  Member Selzer 
asked the following: why don’t we say no?  Member Renner stated the following: I 
don’t disagree with you and if you want to offer a substitute motion I will be happy 
to go forward with that.  Clerk Milton shows the roll call vote as follows: Bostic-yes; 
Cavallini-no; Dean-yes; Gordon-no; Harding-no; Hoselton-no; Moss-no; Nuckolls-
yes; O’Connor-yes; Owens-yes; Rackauskas-yes; Renner-yes; Segobiano-no; 
Selzer-no; Sorensen-no; Ahart-no; Baggett-no; Bass-no; and Sweeney-no.  Motion 
defeated twelve votes to seven. 

Member Renner stated the General Report could be found on pages 85-91. 









































Members Sorensen/Selzer moved the County Board approve a Request for Approval 
of a Resolution of the McLean County Board Approving an Extended Leave of 
Absence without Pay – Treasurer’s Office.  Clerk Milton shows all Members present 
voting in favor of the Motion.  Motion carried.  Member Gordon stated the 
following: there is a minor typo.  The dates should read from October 6, 2006 to 
January 6, 2007. 

Member Sorensen stated the following: the only other thing that I will point out is in 
your packet on pages 119-120.  It is the schedule that was approved by the Finance 
Committee this morning for public hearings regarding the proposed ordinance 
regulating smoking in public places and places of employment in the 
unincorporated areas of the County.  The Finance Committee has scheduled four 
hearings on that topic; three outlying and one here at the Law and Justice Center, 
the intent being that hearings would be completed prior to the November meeting 
cycle. 

Member Sorensen stated the General Report is located on pages 119-129. 














































































